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State Teams. o ‘ ‘ Advocacy Training.

We created / e Y In 2015, we created an Advocacy

regional teams J - " Training Committee to work closely with

of advocates in 4 state team members to boost their skills, J

2013, and by 2015 confidence, and effectiveness. Our y / American
we had teams { handbook and webinars have prepared E 9 Sodiety-
in all 50 states. ,\ \ hundreds of advocates for thousands

of congressional meetings.

Lymphedema Advocacy

Group's Inception.

The group was founded in 2010 by

Heather Ferguson, with a board

representing all aspects of the

lymphedema community - patients,

family members, clinicians, and

industry members. Heather learned

that insurance would not cover her > A it L
son Dylan’s garments. She responded i - . o 4 ‘ Selottod tpsjey
by developing a list of about 40 ‘ ]

friends and family

members willing to

advocate for him,

and everything

grew from there.

2009 2010 20M 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

111th Congress 112th Congress 113th Congress 114th Congress 115th Congress 116th Congress 117th Congress (as of 12/12/2021)
58 House Cosponsors 92 House Cosponsors 107 House Cosponsors 261 House Cosponsors 385 House Cosponsors 386 House Cosponsors 311 House Cosponsors

29 Senate Cosponsors 66 Senate Cosponsors 71 Senate Cosponsors 68 Senate Cosponsors
; Progressive Support. High Level of Support.

The Lymphedema Treatmen.t Act For the last three sessions (currently and the two prior),
has garnered more support in each more members of Congress have cosponsored the

) . . successive session of Congress. X Lymphedema Treatment Act than any other healthcare bill. A A
First Time the LTA = 5 Senate Companion ) Savings Analysis.

is Introduced. | Bill is Introduced . In 2021 the Lymphedema Advocacy compiled findings from

Original lead sponsor : . Co.ngressman Dave for the First Time. LTA Passes in the House. =, various studies. It then commissioned Avalere Health to

Congressman Larry g Reichert serves as Senate lead sponsor 4 : In 2019, the Lymphedema ; estimate the potential savings in healthcare expenses through

Kissell (NC-8) A Lead Sponsor. Maria Cantwell (WA) Treatment Act was 4 the enactment of the Lymphedema Treatment Act. Their analysis

introduced the YMPHEDEMA .4 From 2014 through ¢/ introduced the passed in the House concluded that improved access to compression garments would save the federal
Lymphedema | TREATMENT ACT 2018, Representative 4 : Lymphedema i of Representatives R government over $130-$150 million per year through preventing lymphedema-related
TreatmentActto Reichert (R-WA) champions Treatment Act to i by our current lead ; . hospitalizations, with additional savings likely, and that state-based and private

the House of Representatives in 2010. the Lymphedema Treatment Act. the Senate in 2015. 7 House sponsor Jan Schakowsky (IL-9). insurance plans would also see significant savings.
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